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try Transmittal Ferro 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


FBI, Springfield (P-1027 ) 


Date: 


July 3, 1961 








7-lb 


REPORT 

‘ of the 




* 

\ 


% 


LABORATORY 


To; 

Re: 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

FBI, Springfield 


Unsub, 

OTTO KERNER, GOVERNOR, 
STATE OF ILLINOIS - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 


Specimens received 0 - 30-61 


July 

Fii! File Mo ' ' - 

Lab. No. 



0-370845 EQ 


Q1 ; kvttopt btirlif the hnWrittn MMms "Qpf. otto Kerner 

“ ““-lelos Bprlagfleld III." psefarhad “CRICAOO 112 IU*. 
SMI 11 nr* 




QS Accoepanylag oae-pege i aal r ittea letter fcegieaimg "Gov. Keraw*. 
Yea dirty... . ■ - ' 5 '- y 


i : '^iiWIlise ' beeriagt^j^ 
km .u^^totflifte llneei Seriilflili ill* ;■ Maifii 


uowm w uprapgiiel4 0 111** 

*•*»•* State Reese %rii|flel« , 111 , 


Otte terser 
103 ILL. 


$&■/> ■ • ' r * ' -n -./,•* •<? :vAV»- ; .. ■ ■ ;; 

Result of exaaiaatloa: 




01 through Q4 were eeepered with eeterlsl in the Anoayaou* 
Letter File without effect leg sa ideetlficstloa. 

It has been concluded that Q1 sad Q2 were not written by 
the writer of 03 aad Q4. 

No v/atcrnarks or other marks were found on Q1 through Q4 

which v/ould indicate their source. 

Q1 through Q4 will be returned separately. Photographs 
are retained. 


f^*or> _ 
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CET:lo (6) 


v - £, 

t , A - 


'%¥> 



\ 


% 


4 A 


v o i i-.i . \ * .v 


State of 111 in 


Examination requested by: FBI * Springfield (5-102?) Air tel 6/25/61 


Examination requested: 


Result of Examination: 


Doc. - Fingerprint 


Date received: 


Examination by; 


6/30 / CV 

tAA/ 


rii 

** 


*■ * 


/ ' 


C i , ■ ( 


2 0/ . t , mj- 2/-/. 

)/) .£ 




Specimens submitted for examination 


vc lore l:ccr: 


r 7 7 77 

J. X # 


: 06 '. Otto Kcrr.er 

.,o ii2 -zi 


rn . r, 


•//// 





■flg vr ev. 12-13-56) 


r b i 


i-Uite: 6-29-61 


ran^rrit the following in 


FlAiN 

(Type in plain text or code} 


— pirv'LT < ^ r T T 

( Priority or Method of Mailing) 


•^mwmrn 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

ATTN: FBI LABORATORY 

PROM: sV, -'^PRINGF ISID (9-1027) 

TJNKlMgjfsWBJSCT; 

Governor, 

State of Illinois - VICTIM 
teCTORTIDr - 


i 

J'ff ' 

1 


On 6/29/61 1 l Investigator. 

; Illinois StatasPolioe, Springfield, Illinois, furnished 
the following (2) described letters whioh ware reoeivad by 
Governor OTTO KERNER, State of Illinois, Springfield, Illinois. 

The first letter was received by Governor KERNER on , 

6/26/61. This letter was addressed to "Gov. Otto Kerner, A. 

Gov. Mansion, Springfield, 111." The letter was postmarked 
at Chioago, Illinois, on 6/25/61 at 11:00 PM, branch number 
112. The letter read as follows: 

"Gov. Kerner: 

"You dirty, stinking son of a bitch, I hope you 
choke to death on the words you used before election. I 
hope you go to hell in the bargain. Your mother ought to 
go with you because 3he’s the cause of brining lying scum 
like you into this world. .... - - 

9 • . : » 

"Yes, you're for the people, you're kind of people, 
dcuri, corruption and thievery. I wi3h I could get the 
chance bo raise vou - off vour feet with. a rope or^iin' your y 

..unmy nock. ' # ^ $ MSS ■ IQ j . 3 fl*!.;-/ — / 

,f ( 3 - Bureau (Ends Jr) (AM RK) 1 '• ■ .. oi . . 

— x _ - U1 _ / ^ -i i.\ Tr *\ ,• t i Jin-: HO 


'2 - Chicago (Ends .' 4 ) (AM RM) 
2 - Springfield (9-1027) 

KLB: vml 

(7) .,-v# * 


ft vkik MO 


' XV r 

Or 


Approved^ jz. 



Special Agent In Charge 




&|ft(aev. 12-13-56} 


..l , W ' 


rrar.rsmit the followin'.; in 


(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


SI 9-1027 


"A voter who believed you. 

"I hope someone kills you in the next 30 days. 

(Unsigned) " 


The second letter was received by Governor KERNER 
on 6/27/6I.. This letter was addressed to "Gov. Otto Kerner, 
State House, Springfield, 111." and postmarked at Chicago, 
Illinois, on 6/26/61' at 2:30PM, branch number 103. This 
'letter read as. follows: ’•••v • 

' " 6 - 25-61 \ • 1/^1 . 

"Gov. Otto Kerner 
State House 

Springfield, 111. • 

"It won’t be very health for you if you raise taxes, 
sales or any other kind. 

"If you dammed jews would not steal the tax Payers 
money there w ould he su fficient money to pay the State’s 
expenses. Jev so doubt stole enough money to. live 

in luxury for ' t; ne rose of his life. W e will follow him 
with a rope. 

"If you pressure the legislature to raise taxes, 
in store for you is what Jew Cermak got. 

"You were not elected by the people but were cheated 
in like Kennedy by the Jews. 

"Our s leaping giant, the anti-Jew youth i3 making up 
and the jew’s thievery i3 at an end. 

"The whole world hates you cursed jews because the 


Approved: 


. M Per 




Special Agent in Charge 



-36 (Rev, 12 - 13 * 56 ) 


F B I 


, _ 1 


r a n s *§ it the folio w i n ■; 


i T\ pc in plain lex 


ia — 


(Priority or Method of Mailing ) 


SI 9-1027 

"lews have brought the whole world to chaos and you Jews 
must bo exterminated to save wnole^wo - 1. • ^ thera 

had a good scheme to get rid Ox cue jewb o\ e> 

into the sea but there is a faster way. 

"Anti- Jew” 

I — bdvlsed the above-mentioned letters 

si: 

:nioSt“lsfel^thSt 7 th.,l.tterS n b. o fir 0 U 6 W to 
tha attention of the Postal Inspectors In Chieago. ^ 

Further dlaouaaion with Sdpwlntsnaenfc 
MORRIS, Illinois State Police, suggeatad that HSbrlngtne 
lettersf-tb the attention of the FBI . 

on this date enoloaed letters were made "a^^strlat 
HARLIHGTOH WOOD, JR., United States A“o?evlew and he discussed 
of Illinois, Sprlngf old . Il l lnpls, f or re^ ^ offlo9 , at 

SSci’SS IT* stat ed that Inasmuch as vioti^i^a P ; f 6 « qua#t<d 

official and there appears to be a . * , . identify the 

^e^^ 1 fS^^r! 6 th^ a th:?:ia;So 0 ^^i^ai a lStte^s 

3 ent in the future. 

? no Insures to., Bureau : Ttlte^Iouse, 

3prinf.fi eld , Illinois - envelope P 3 — 
June 2o, 1961, Chicago, Illinois. 

Original letter and envelope addreswoo^ 
t- Gov. OTTO KEH1TSH , Governor's noi'Ji;-- 
Springfield, 111. ■ - Envelope postnua l o. 

June 29% 1961, Chicago, HlinoU 

- 3 - 


Approved: 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 







’ >■ 


• 13-561 ^ 




'« I 


P B I 


: . :ite: 


Trar. :; *: • 1 t. h e folio w 1 , i 1 r 


m:-y. 


up 




/ ) p t ’ i :i p I a i rt irxt '■» r £■ r» i e <* 


Via 


f /'rjoruv pr .l/eltaii of Mailing) 


31 9-1027 


Enclosures to 


ihicago Division: 


Photostats of origins?, letter 
and enveloDQ addressed to Gov. 
OPTO KEENE?, State House, 
Springfield, Illinois - envelope 
postmarked June 26, 1961, 
Chicago, Illinois, 


th6$6atita of original letter 


and envelope 
QTTO3 KERNER, 
Springfield* 


addressed to Gov. 
Govdrnor 1 s Mansion, 
Illi; - Envelope 


postmarked Jane 25 *^ 196 1, 
Chicago, Illinois. 




The FBI laboratory is requested to ascertain if both 
letters were written by the same Individual or individuals. 

It is further suggested that these letters be checked through 
the Anonymous Letter File and other appropriate fit lea to 
determine if the subjeot Is a prolific extortion ietter 
writer and then forward same to the Latent Fingerprint 
Seotion for processing for any latent fingerprints of value. 
It should be noted that the3o letters have been handled by 


numerous employees in the Governor's Office 93 well as members 
of the Illinois State Polioe. 


LEADS: CHICAGO DIVISION 


Chicago is furnished Photostats of the mentioned letters 
30 that they may bring this to the attention of the Postal 
Inspector for his information and also to determine the location 
of Post Office branch numbers 103 and 112. Will then conduct 
appropriate investigation at the mentioned Post. Office branches 
103 and 112 to ascertain any information re letters. 


Upon completion of examination by the FBI Laboratory, 
the Chicago Division may he requested to conduct additional 
investigation. 


In vestigation cont inu ing Springfield. ( See ^ 4^i\du m )_ 


m 


n 


Approved: 


If- 

Sent 


.M 


Per 


Special Agent in Charge 


FfD-l€ Bov. 1 2- i 3-56) 


or. 7 0(0 7 


I Tr:.v ■ 


!H* tf'howt:: 


f I y pc in plain text ; 


i P ri nri ty o r M ctho d of Mail i np ) 


ST 9-1027 
7TB :1b 


ADDENDUM : 

Governor OTTO KEENER interviewed this date and advised 
he had no suspeots, Be stated he had ho knowledge of his office 
receiving letters of a like nature and inquiry with his secretary 
substantiates this • Be stated "I wish they had shown me the 
letters before they sent them through channels * • Bis secretary 
indicated that the governor was displeased beoause she and 
the Illinois State Polioe had put so moh emphasis on the two 
letters • 

KERNER advised he has been in public lifs for a long 
time and bests not concerned about the letters and classified 
them as the work of disgruntled taxpayers who are simply taking 
this means to let off steam . Be knows of no other inotdent 
concerning himself or his family which oould tn any way be 
oonneoted with the transmission of these letters • 


GIBBONS 


Approved: 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 




Laboratory Work Sheet 


m 
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Re . VHKliOVH SUBJECT/ 

' OTTO XERXIR, Governor, 
State of Illinois - VICTIli 
MXTOmOM 

^pgMaiination requested by: IW # ' 


File # 
Lab. * 


v .s ‘7 

u/ — -> O -» ' 

8-370845 EQ 


ni, W/fitl* (+*m) *trUl e/ 89 /ei 

••• • #*•■*■""""*** t*f »c*lv.d: •/# 


safe, ■ i m rnmm 



Date received: 


• ; -.juf 







' <f ' Z ' * * * " ^ ' 1 ^ ^ ■' y- 


a 

j 


-V". ''M-'vf, •• 

S : ‘OAt '■■$}&■£?■■;■-'•' 


/ '■' Specimens -submitted for examination 




01 Envelope touring the handwritten address "0uv» Otto Xemer '/mB 

9 aeviuneiVn sprinjfield JU.* peetmurtod "CHICAGO 118 

JUN 8$ 1061 II Pit" -IM 

Q8 Accompanying o no •page handwritten letter beginning "Gov. Kernpjm 
You dirty •••••••* ;|fi| 

Q3 Envelope bearing the handwritten address " Gov Otto Kerner '"'m 
State f/ouse Springfield , Ill n postmarked "CHICAGO 103 ILL* : ;|1 
JtJU 86 1961 8 1 3$ PU n M 

Q4 Accompanying one m page handwritten letter dated C/8S/61 , M 

beginning "Gov. Otto Corner State Houee Springfield , 111 • Jj 
It ffif won H be very. /m 






1(8)7 :M 




370645 


Ot :• ( b. • V- 


<T'« 

?v/Vv f 


>. 


...H ii-i 


y i X"- A ‘"'~ ''"' “ 'p-' "‘ «M 4 ;>(w 

v'-t. W-cc. ^ /- P.- /dt i ' v , i n **’ 

7 ' ^ -' ••■ v. , b c)/ . • • . 

J.U. I, ; V. , ■..■ *,. w , (j s i, .. , -p y 

A - /l - ^ ‘^- — -L.1^ JZx. 

O' JU^i^X- • D 

1 C-o^o,^ 5 _AjZ ^/v> A ■£*-<_-<-£ 

"t^Z-c-o, '•po-«_-■ /t< ., , ‘■'^'^ 

Y~ ^7 v-K 




v~_t. 

*, J, 

’/'•*' /V . 


/'Y's. 


P»a- 


' V /> a 

Lt^c- < -£vj 




Vi V * Wc . ; . L , 




- Vt V A, . / 

' C ' Q <t-'7 c *>'-' 0~^,( 

W.vH^ Y- ^xyalJic^Zt^ ~ 1 - * 

J • , , 1/ £ (\ *r^C-ti.^_<L- 

. I"*" P/v/ 1 'M-'J"i-<-V/ 

^'L^'fi-^L' ‘i^xA / . , x , , >■ 

t, *t„ .a.. 1!, . r " 'T^r A ' - i P' u -'^— t- c / 


^ W V ^ H. Cj 

pV x | 

A— <., vk -■ w 


^ * >v*' x 7 

y~ '-- •*■ - . 


^ C.£ '< *’ 4' /p-*/ K y 

f J r : 

c, ,r^v. r <>< ru-" -fa .-. I 'U' K • 


Y vf ^’ ^ a 

y x 6 *' v y.,M'V^4 AP, r^- /d. i- ■' l [xl- • 
' ' *" / „ /A 

I'A',. " „ 0 .,.. 


*- ' ' 

^ /1 ’’ H« :e y t-^-A o- 






/9m 4 aJ?^jL & 4,*yU * 

^<*~CC fi<* w4i V -C^c^Jh^. ^Xx^is — 

-<-*%. ^ y^j 40-cX^J’ ^ 


-<— i. 6~<*sp 

r-h C #m 
*t/ t*-*^£tl 


f^L^O & eCs+dJi **L 

o4^ -57 — * 57 ^ * 4 sl & 








^7 A '~^» ? ^ P* n ^c.4 Xi%tA- iT Ci^A ^, I 

» t^il^i^ , ^ I H4i{ («■»/«/ ^ </ < «4/ ^//wv 26 

^ ^rA*c/U 41 /V J^C/ ft v m m / s^-c*+*XC*py 

& H>Ct- . 

r? r~++*s «w ••* -* C>c£*~t^3. 


y*«* Aw^ 


- J< 


-* 0-370345 02 


fVl 




COMM 1 ' 


T ELET.ypE 


URGENT 6-29-61 A-27-61 


PM CDST PH 


- i 


DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, CHICAGO 


WA 5-3C PM OK FBI WA Di 


CC M 
Til FISC 


OK FBI CG EAM 


3 ^in.ei 


/ Ji r 


* JUL o 


FROM SAC, SPRINGFIELD 9-1027 IP 

UNSUB* OTTO^ERNER, GOVERNOR, STATE OF ILLINOIS -^,V ICT IM^ 

EXTORTION* ON JUNE TWENTYNINE INSTANT ILLINOIS ST&E PCRLlOEr 
FURNISHED TWO LETTERS ADDRESSED TO VICTIM CONTAlNI^d^OS^BU p/sr ^ 

THREATS* BOTH LETTERS POSTMARKED CHICAGO, ILLINOIS#- USA*. SD£, 

|REV I EWED LETTERS AND ADVISED THAT SINCE POSSIBLE THREAT lJ|lST^ | 

IsHOULD BE CONDUCTED. LETTERS: BEING b7E L 

, * -•* . 

[FORWARDED TO BUREAU THIS DATE WITH COPIES TO CHICAGO. -VICTIM 

i INTERVIEWED THIS DATE* HAS NO SUSPECTS* RECEIVED NO PREVIOUS 4 

4 

LIKE COMMUNICATIONS. STATES WISHES HIS OFFICE HAD SHOWN LETTERS 
TO HIM BEFORE FORWAf&NC THROUGH CHANNELS. READ LETTERS AND 
STATED WERE WORK OF DISGRUNTLED TAXPAYERS LETTING OFF STEAM. 

L D ’ 

INVESTIGATION INSTITUT^p.^,®^,- r . f . 

END AND ACK PLS 




60JUL 11 



I ‘ 


7 - 4-61 


airtol 


airmail 


SAC, SPIMOriELD (0-1027) 
DlttCTOl, FBI 


ssnjssr^ 

■noBnofci'sW.lb 








■'■<!■ I ■ i:- 








P#*® t: r ■ 

I i v * „ _ , aftnt Div. 7-4-01 prk 

I airtol mailed from Went. ”xv. 




/?fC- $ 


& 


21 JUL 7 1‘ilil 




C_1 TEILETYPE UNIT □ 


3 88 67 8 -! 


Recorded 

'o/aij/61 


* 


I 


ft «l ? ~~ - - . * f ■ ■ , -- . - 

OTTO /ClhAU!, Jouernor, 
State a f 1 2 lino is ~ VI c ?2 ' •: 

EXT 0 RT 1 On 


B- 370345 EO 


Examination requested by: 
Examination requested: 
Result of Examination: 


FBI, Snring/ield ( 9 - 1027 ) Airtel 6 / 29/61 
Don, m Fingerprint Date received: 6 / 30/61 

Examination by: 


/ X 


fc.t‘ 

P ’4 


u W 


Specimens submitted for examination 


n ad f°3 ?Z°- °**o **™r 

JUN 25 1961 11 PM" 111 * Boatmarked ” Cl! 1 CABO 112 ILL. 

QS rou°"?r tT. 9 . 31 e .y ae h0n,,u r*tu n letter beginning »Gov. Ecrner, 

“ ^cs'p„, 

{ ' 

to n h i C - Qc f 



F B I 


*. 12 - 13 - 56 ) 


TransiT.it the followin : iu 


AIRTKL 


7/11/61 


7 )pe in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing J 


?ROM: 


/! % 

(/ 8UB-; 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, CHICAGO (9-3086) 


Wt 


rOfo rh-r. 1 ..’-' y 

BP&r/ 

mMt-y 


W 


PP Cr> 


m 


SUBJECT: UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 

OTTO KEENER, Governor, 

States of Illinois - VICTIM 

EXTORTION 

(00: SPRINGFIILD) 

»• Spriaf field klrtel to Bureau dated 6/29/61. 

On 7/10/61 J I p M tdl 

inspector's office. Mil® ros t ui iicc. 633 mr rri Bure® 

• Street, Chicago, vae ikon Bp BA {the two 

envelopes addressed to tbs vie t is tkit were pbctaarkod 
|6/*6aad 26/61, at Chicago. Is stated tBs auabers 112 
/•ad 103, respectively, is tBs postmark are tbs serial 
•usBsrs of tbs oaacslllBf aacbiaes aad are aot Post 
Office Braacb auabers. Be stated all sail deposited 
la Chicago is collected aad scat to tbe Mala Post Office 
where it is postaarked aad cancelled on the Stk floor. 
Because of this, he stated the auabers 103 and 112 have 
ao significance. He stated there is no way to deteraine 
froa tbe postaark where the eavelopes were deposited in 
the aail. 

n A On 7/11/61, 1 I Main 

Post Office, advised that he handles all extortion and 
obscene letters referred to the Chicago Postal Inspectors. 
The contents of the two letters addressed to Governor KERNER 

RUC. 


(3) - Bureau 

2 - Springfield (9-1027) 
1 - Chicago 

JAP:mak/nte 

(6) 


HU> Vi 


3 .iUL la 1; 


| Approved: 


jul 1 8 dm* 


ifeial Agent in Charge 


. M R 
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WASHINGTON, D. C. 


'Date . 7-5-61 


Consigned to: SAC. Sprin gfield 


Case References UN SUB. } 

OTTO KERNER, GOVERNOR 


•W- ■ ,,v ■ : 




JL 5 r 1961 ; 

COMM-FM 


'^tkaitolc- Content! 


jgy 3 -a. * : : <" v | +»•' 1 wwwrrii • • | y - 

Sfrfc Y;?^ •' r -'Y ••• Y" ' '-V 

W'- Xt &: ; v N v 

V^ v -••’.U., ffi. ■ ‘it 1/ a ' u ' ' ; *';f -• YYL 


EXTORTION 


7-4-61 
Crypt* -Wnna. 
DOCUMttt . Yj 

^Electronic!':, y 


?ra 


* • 




Mfeirablir : itoil 

Rooa;, aho# date of ahliaettty bljtl of lading nuaber and l^tl^ thin 
^invoice , St ratum it to section checked in coluan at right. ^After this . , 
^ cheeked* section's been initialed, invoice should be placed in adidniatrative 




• . • ■ * .>q,*sp 

■ W*® 

•••?!: ' i-Vrjs 


.^vV; 'i*: 

V" JU* ‘ v '•"! 

rl ’*’.«{* t ' .'•• 


$ juYy i&fY 
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|ort Form 

&63 (t 12-55) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Reporting Office 

Office of Origin 

‘ Dnto 

Investigative Period 

Spr i ngj i e Id 

Sp r i ng.f iel^ 

| 8/16/61 

6 /9 /61 - 6/14 


TITLE OF CASE 


J( UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 

J OTTO KERNEli . Gove rnor, 

State c * Illinois - VICTIM 


\ Report mad© by 

! sa\ 

! CHARACTER OF CASE 


'■* 771 '! ~ cn 7 “ ^ 17 


JfiTOK: 


% 

vi 

5 T 


REFMRNCS 


Springfield teletype to Bureau ori Chicago dated June 29, 1961 ; j 
Springfield airtel to director dated June 29, 1961; 

Bureau letter to Springfield dated July 3, 1961; ji 

Chicago airtel to Director dated July 11, 1961. ji ! 




m 


i 


ved 

made : 


Special Agent 
In Charge 


(£>- Bureau WCE 

1 - USA, Sprtepjtel'l 
1 - Spring o 


3 AUG i ’K 


Do net write in spices below 


■ 2 aug 13 l 9 5 . 
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COVER PAGE \ 
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o nv r : 
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fBl ■ Thin report i r - (•■••netl to you by the FBI, and neither it n*»f n* content* are to bo distributed outside the agency to which loaned, 

ft U. B. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFriCRi IBM O — 344780 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to- 


‘•JA , Spri ngj ielH 



Report of: 

D °te: A u jj 


K Field Office File No.s . 0—1 CS r r 


Office: Spring * iel 


Bureau File No.: 


UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 

OTTO KEENER, Go vs r nor, 
State oj Illinois - VICTIM 


^Character. EXTORTION 


||hmoptift 


riotim received two anonymous letters postmarked Chicago, 
riltnoia. Unknown subject apparently not satisjied with 

l!!L* aciiona 3ince becoming Governor oj Illinois, USA 
and AUSA, SDI reviewed letters and stated letters appear to 
be a threat within the statute . Victim interviewed and stated 

linin'}, 9 *,, t t 3 r f, Wer J the result °f " 30me d^gruntled taxpayer 
ojj steam . No additional letters received since 
date oj above two letters . a* nee 


- C - 


document contains neither recommendation* nor concisions of the FBI T. i. , h . , . , v „„ 

Its contents are not to be distributed outside yossgency! *** ' in ' 1 10 your a * ency ‘ " 



V 


ST 9-103 ? 


DETAILS: 


This case is predicated upon information f urnishe o 

b I — 1 Illinois State Police , 

St ate Bureau oj TnveaiigaUoh, spri'ngjield I llinci, who 
d eTSOTially appeared the SpvingJ ield OJJice of the FBI 

U June S9 1961. with two letter, which had .bean received 
lu fever nor om’nMMU. State of Illtnota, SpringJ ield. 

,;V The ■ le tte re . are as /oil oust ^ : y o-. 

The firsrtWihr was WWivsd^^.W 
01. June 26, Ml. -Ttkia latUr via tfdrya^tO'^ MO 
Ke rner, Oov, Unhsijsn^ Springfisldy *{*• f £0* ,2it ?? ,nn pm 


. 5 ranc li "»w«»6*r/ 'ftp.-- l'f.t't# * 


i nsfollowst 


Kernsrt 


;af ; 




s; "fotrdiri^v iiihking son of a bttchs 

choke to deaihiin /W words you used before L 

Joptf you go t to Wit in the bargain . roar ^no thff * ought : 
go P with you because she 's the cause of bringing lying scum 
like you into this world, 

n 7e$ you're for the people , you're kind of people , 
Scum, corruption and thievery, I wish I could get the 
chance to raise you - off your feet with a rope around jour 

scummy neck, 

"A voter who believed you, 

"I hope someone kills you in the next 30 days, 

( Unsigne d) " 

The second letter was received by Governor KEtt HER 
on June 37 1961. This letter was addressed to Gov. kernnr , 

State Houle, SpringJ ield, 111." and pootmar^d at Ch.co|0, 
Illinois , on June 36, 1961 , at 5:30 Pi/, branch number 103. 

This letter read as follows: 


;; v v«p| 

rv 

' 3:Sl 


v. m y r ? / 




- : vv\ '• •■*:■»>■> • ' •. > » V ■-: '> 
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"Gov. It to Y.e rns r 
State H o a 35 
Spring, f iel* , 111. 

"It vo n't be vs rv he alth .? or you i. ‘ you raise tears e . 
sales or any other kind. 

"If you damned jews would not steal the tax payers 
money there m ow 7% ha au ffioient money to pay the State s 
expenses. Je i »o doubt stole enough money to live be 

in luxury /or the felt of Htn HJe. We will follow him b7< 

with a rope , . . ■ ' ■ 

"if you pressure the legislature to raise taxes, 
in store for you is what Jew Cermak got • 

3tou wereiiiot elected by the people but were che attest - 
in like Kennedy by the Jews* 

;MM^ffRy'‘‘*"Our sleeping giant, the ant t •Jew youth is making up 
and the Jew's thievery is at an end. 

"The who lei world hates youaursed jews because the 
jews have brought the whole world to chaos and you jews 
must be exterminated to save the whole world . Morocco 
had a good scheme to get rid oj the jews by sinking them 
into the sea but there is a faster way . 

" Anti -Jew" 

advise:: that the above^-^ ^ 

mentioned letter's were rTcel vT? at the Illinois State police b, 

Headquarters from Governor KISHIF. ’ s office 2of= gjternoot i 

JUBS. 25 . - 7PCI. a nd he tele pho nice 11 y contacts '[ 

l Springfield , Illino is, read 

contents oj TeUers Id 7TTm, and was advised by 
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that he was not sure if there was a violation and. suggested 
the letters be brought to the attention oj the Postal 
Inspectors in Chicago. 

Further discussion with Superintendent WILLIAM H. 
MORRIS , Illinois State Police , suggested that he bring those 
letters to the attention of the FBI . 

r On June 20, 1961, the letters were reviewed by 

Unite d State s At tor ney SARLIVOTOM. WOOD . J>. . and Assistant 
United States Attorns y i ]e hoadvi sed that the 

letters apped+ad to contain « threat within the meaning'^ 




of the Statu 

% : V ••• • :• 


V; 


-vjV. v; 

-.V • •^■■7. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAJADN 


6 - 30-61 


On June 29, 1961, Governor OTTO KERNER, State of 
Illinois, was interviewed at his office in the Capitol 
Building, Springfield, Illinois. He was shown the two 
letters involved in this case and after reading them advised 
that it was the first time he hsd seen them. He Jtated, I 
wish that my office had shown me these letters before they 
sent them through channels". 

The Governor indicated that he had no idea who 
could bav. witten tha letter, and »• to toQto t.. He 

totoM haa net t tolto •5“"“}! StiSSSfl. 
toltot that to to Hto tl tto it 
• htm toich Mtod to . toirtu . toto tto tritototo « ta.ee 


Uttorn. 




the totoftor tolto tto la tto wwt hi . «< tlc« 
ntoto ivttotol of a lito a*tor. it mU to to#t 
- to: tto atttotU. .i tto apriagftoto Ofiim. ■ 

• '••• ■ ,r - • ' ‘ ♦ HV. . 

■•* r ’ • • v . '• . . - . 

’ V ’• > '/-A. <‘A' ‘ 


On 6-29,61 at __ Spr Angiield , - Illinois Fil * * 9-OQ2Z— 

by M A XL&- Dote dictated 6^ 2 9*» fi l 

This document contains neither recommendaticns nor conclusions c( the FBI. It 13 the property ol the FBI 
youf agency? It and Its contents dr* not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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By communication dated. July 3, 2962, tfte 
pot Laboratory reported results oj examination oj letters 
Zlmtued to the Laboratory by communication dated 
June 29, 1961, as Jo Hows: . 

-» -Hr 

JUN 25 1961 11 PU ^ ■ 

«3 4„. #V ow«»S on.-po« (laKdorltten 

' ftp**'. r<,u dtrty..., , . '■ 


jrariwf, fo» a * r ^‘ VV£. - , .. 

Envelop* bearing the^handmrttten 

jr« r* Stale ^ Jil * 

y»<^c4#y^ 






^.■-^,Ano ni 

fiT™ -r«Vr» . ' < rr ’ • - t;?* 




■ EraSpft* 

SlSSp^Tfl ntf U 


fdkm 


,' »ji na3 bs*n concluded that Qlmml^mre rut4 
voritien by the wri ter oj Q3' and $4% 

,f 7\To t 0 a to rflio rfr3 or oihor ruirfrs^ifertf found on <51 
Urouffd Q4 which would indicate their eoufoe.* 

By communication dated July llj 1961, the 
Chicago Division advised as -follows! 

On July 10, 1961. T~ * 

Postal Inspector’s OJJ ice , ',Uatn P09t UUMi: IS TT^sTTan >■ 

street Chicaqo, was shown by oA | \the , 

envelooes addressed to the victim that weT6 pvitmarhe.i 
June 25 and 26, 1961, at Chicago. He stated that fv — > 
and 103, respectively, in the postmark are th, «-na, 


3 886 


' •' i :* *'''</?• • ''tv. . , , • , , 

W.‘; ■ .r.-- * fW , 'j\-vv ?.* r }: ! . •< ‘ ' ' 

f'n w v * *v .. »- : > t ^ f • 
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mbera of the cancelling machines a; 
fice Branch numbers. He 3tated al. 

Chicago is collected and sent to th 
ere it is postmarked and cancelled on 
cause of this, he stated the numbers 
significance. He stated that there 
on the postmark where the envelope 
\o nail i ’• 


T 




- ) 11 :■ On August ,14 ,Y 1961 , 1 

Illinois State jolt ci?,*’Stat‘e Bureau ojinuetti go ti on, apringj 
Illinois, advtsed that r he Had re oe t ve d i»o i n/o rmaiie n that 
the Cover nor had received any additional letters since ; 
those received in funs, >-1961, 'which he node available and are 
described in this report. Be stated in the sent any 
additional letters are received he would inmedi ately contact 
the FBI, Springfield Office. 


M'V 


IF 








